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It’s easy to get distracted, worrying about our past and who we used to be. Or maybe it feels
impossible to guard against worry about the future. Distractions and worries will always fight for our
attention, but that doesn’t mean we have to give in to them. At the very end of 2 Peter, Peter tells us
to “be on your guard” and to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord.”

Growing in a relationship with Jesus doesn’t just happen by itself. Whether you’re a new Christian or
you’ve been a Christian for a while, growing is easier said than done. 
There are days that we feel stuck or far away from God instead of closer to Him. 

Rather than being concerned about when we will get through something, 
we can maintain focus on who promises to be with us through it all. 
Because Jesus is patient, He doesn’t give up on us. Because He is kind, 
He rescues us. Our current circumstances are temporary, but God always 
has good for us. We can grow the most with Him as we walk with Him 
through our circumstances, step by step. As we walk and grow He protects us 
from being ‘carried away’ by all the wickedness around us by keeping our footing secure.  

In Christ, 

FEBRUARY 2025

2 Peter 3:10-18 
But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away
with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth
and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment.
11 Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you
should live, 12 looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will set
the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames. 13 But we are looking
forward to the new heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s
righteousness. 14 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen,
make every effort to be found living peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in his sight. 15
And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people time to be saved. This is what our beloved
brother Paul also wrote to you with the wisdom God gave him— 16 speaking of these things in
all of his letters. Some of his comments are hard to understand, and those who are ignorant
and unstable have twisted his letters to mean something quite different, just as they do with
other parts of Scripture. And this will result in their destruction. 17 You already know these
things, dear friends. So be on guard; then you will not be carried away by the errors of these
wicked people and lose your own secure footing. 18 Rather, you must grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. All glory to him, both now and forever! Amen

GROWING IN GRACE & KNOWLEDGE STEP BY STEP
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Please reach out to us in person, via email or phone.

FEBRUARY 2025Shepherds Staff
Greetings Mt. Pleasant Church from your Elder team. As we embark on a new year, Pastor Chris has been leading us through a series

around making resolutions entitled, I Resolve. Many people make resolutions for the new year about things they want to do to improve

their life. What if we were to resolve to grow deeper in our level of discipleship in 2025?

You may ask, what does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus?

Actively following Jesus' teachings, committing to live your life according to His Word, putting Him first in your life, and spreading His

message to others, essentially becoming a dedicated follower who strives to emulate His actions and values; it signifies a personal

relationship with Jesus where you continually learn from Him and strive to live like Him.

Key aspects of being a disciple:

Obeying Jesus' commands: Following the principles and instructions given by Jesus in the Bible.

Personal commitment: Choosing to prioritize Jesus above all else in your life.

Sharing the Gospel: Telling others about Jesus and his teachings.

Living a Christ-like life: Seeking to embody the character traits and behaviors demonstrated by Jesus.

Continuous learning: Actively studying the Bible and seeking to deepen your understanding of Jesus' teachings.

To live and be more like Jesus, you must know Him and His Word. Here are some practical ways to grow in your level of discipleship:

Worship with your church family regularly.

Join or start a small group Bible study on Sundays or at other times throughout the week.

Develop a daily Bible reading/study plan and a daily prayer plan.

Attend family night and participate in one of the four studies currently going on.

Utilize MTP provided subscription to Rightnow Media to access a library of video Bible studies.

Developing these habits will help you grow in your discipleship and will change your life and your relationships. Resolve to deepen your

discipleship in 2025.

Matthew 28:18-20

18 Jesus came and told His disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new

disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”



Here’s what’s coming up in our ministry . . .

YOUTH GROUP | SUNDAYS 2 & 23 | 5 – 7:30P
'YOUTH GROUP' is our Sunday evening programming. Our students come together for a night filled
with team-building games, a delicious meal, high-energy music, a powerful message, and a small
group discussion they won’t want to miss! These nights are designed for everyone to invite
someone!

YOUTH BREAKFAST | WEDNESDAYS | 7:00A
Wednesday mornings, when Davidson County Schools have classes. Students 5th-12th grade enjoy
breakfast & devotion.

FAMILY NIGHT | WEDNESDAYS | 5:30 – 7:30P
Join us for a wonderful evening of fellowship and faith at our weekly Family Night! We'll enjoy a
delicious dinner together, followed by engaging Bible study groups for all ages. Strengthen family
bonds and deepen your spiritual connection—we hope to see you there!

BEACH RETREAT REGISTRATION | MARCH 1 | 9:00A
Get ready for sun, sand, and spiritual growth at our annual Youth Beach Retreat! Register early to
secure your spot—space is extremely limited and this event fills up quickly! Don't miss out on this
incredible opportunity for fun, fellowship, and unforgettable memories.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

FEBRUARY 2025

Morning Time

As your teen starts their day, ask

them if there is something they would

like you to pray about.

Their Time

When your teen wants to talk, demonstrate active

listening by saying, "It sounds like you feel _______. 

Is that right?"

Meal Time

At a meal this week, have everyone

answer this question: "What are some

ways we can increase our appetite for

God?"

ENGAGE IN EVERYDAY MOMENTS TOGETHER

Bed Time

Pray that you and your teen will hunger for a real

relationship with Jesus.



WHAT WE’RE TEACHING

SERIES OVERVIEW:

Who do you think you are? You might define your identity by the things people see on the surface — like

your style, your look, your abilities, or your reputation. Those things might have something to do with

who you are, but they don’t quite capture the whole picture, do they? For each of us, there is always so

much more to who we are beneath the surface. But who are we, really? How can we discover who God

made us to be? And how can following Jesus shape who we're becoming? In this four-week series, we'll

look at four moments from the early years of Jesus’ life. As we do, we’ll see how God helps us discover

who we’re becoming and how God’s words help us discover who we are. We’ll also learn how the right

relationships help us discover how to grow and how Jesus helps us discover purpose.

BENEATH THE SURFACE:  A 4-Week Series from the Gospels on Identity.

YOUTH MEAL SERVERS

FEBRUARY: Tina Motsinger, Gayle Mabe, Stephanie Payne, Dave Rathbone, Lauren Rathbone

MARCH: Jane Payne, Jenny Hagee, Diana Payne, David Brann, Gail Aderhold, Candace Varner, Catherine Perdue













MTP Women's Group
The January meeting will be Monday, January 27 at 6:30 pm. We will begin our year with a soup and sandwich meal. We will do a
Blessing Box and our Mission Project will be snacks for the hospital waiting room.

The February meeting will be February 24 at 6:30 pm.
As we continue into the new year, Jesus Christ wants to be our Rock, to help us navigate life’s challenges with HOPE in Him!

You are always invited to join us for a meeting. For more information contact Tammy Dyles, or the church office and
Felecia will get your information to Tammy.
Happy New Year!

MTP Men's Group
The Men’s Club met for our monthly meeting on January 19th. We talked about numerous items. 
We discussed the election of new officers. The completion of this process was tabled until our February meeting. 
Also discussed our upcoming Wildlife Banquet and Auction, to be held on April 5th. Jamie Stevens will be our guest speaker.
Would appreciate any items that could be donated for this event. Also we talked at length about getting the youth of our church and
our community more involved in this event. One of our missions is to have events like this, have fun participating and 
raise money to be given to those in need. 

Our next meeting will be on Sunday, February 9 at 7am in the Banquet Room. All men of the church are invited to join us. 

We also discussed serving breakfast to the church on Easter Sunday in April.

Did you know you can play Pickleball in the FLC at Mt. Pleasant? Or maybe you
don’t play, but have a friend, relative, neighbor, coworker who plays or wants
to learn. Then please tell them about Pickleball at Mt. Pleasant.

We play on Thursday’s from 6:00 – 8:00 pm in the Family Life Center. Our
Pickleball Fellowship & Devotion is open to everyone in our community, church
members and non-members alike. We have 3 indoor courts.

Court 1 is designated for Beginners or fairly new players.
Court 2 for intermediate players.
Court 3 for advanced players, thus allowing you to play with people with
similar skill levels.

Don’t know how to play? We’ll teach you!
Join us on the TeamReach App. Our Group code is: 27360 
If you have any questions, please email them to: office@mtpleasant.church



Evangelism Committee

We enjoy lunch at Childress Vineyards in Lexington.

Please RSVP online so we know how many folks to plan for. 

www.MtPleasant.Church/Events

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 | 11 AM

The Mission Committee has committed to feed homeless folks at the Cooperative Community Ministry (CCM) once a month
(with the exception of December) on the 2nd Thursday of each month.
This is a great opportunity for families or small groups to serve together. 

Dates for 2025 are:
January 9  •  February 13  •  March 13  •  April 10  •  May 8  •  June 12   
July 10  •  August 14  •  September 11  •  October 9  •  November 13

Suggestions for meals are Manwiches, grilled chicken sandwiches, hot dogs, and pizza. These are only suggestions, but they
like simple food items. Along with any of these, you could provide Little Debbies, fruit, cookies, etc. and a bottle of water.
More details will be provided when you sign up for a date.
If you would like more information or to sign up for a date listed above, please reach out to a member of the Mission
Committee. 

Mission Committee

The Evangelism Committee will be sharing the love with our Seniors and Shut-In’s during the month of February. 





February Birthdays Attendance & Stewardship

Memorials and Donations

3 - Glenda Saintsing

4 - Ansley Ferree, Connie Williams

5 - Garrett Rinaldi, Laura Cameron

6 - Glenn Finch, Brewer Fowler

7 - April Rich

8 - Chris Clontz, Jeff Everhart

9 - Dana Fitzgerald, Caroline Graeub, Tyler Johnson, Emily Payne

10 - Dylan Hilton

11 - Tim Sexton, Robert Rinaldi

12 - Reagan Bray, Tyler Everhart, Timmy Hege

13 - Graham Binkley

14 - Rhoda Davis

15 - Logan Palmer

16 - Mary Kathryn Brown, Len Blevins

18 - Stephanie Payne, Benji Jarosz

19 - Paisley Borgman, Tommy Gardner, Ellen Hilton

         Debra Mayhew, Shelby Smith, Shelby Sprinkle

20 - Amy Owens

21 - Lisa Clark

23 - Barbara Jones

24 - Lee Penry

25 - Robert Harden

26 - Allie Creel, Clay Owens

27 - Craven Fowler

28 - Bill Darr, Stephen Grubbs, Arianna Smith, Ken Woempner, 

          Ryan Woempner

29 - Jacob Edwards, Davy Owens, Lauren Putnam

December 22, 2024
8:30 Worship: 227
9:45 Worship: 371
11:00 Contemporary: 37
11:00 Worship: 19
Total Weekend Worship: 654
General Offering: $15,457.00
FLC Offering: $1,065.00

December 29, 2024
8:30 Worship: 192
9:45 Worship: 354
11:00 Contemporary: 49
11:00 Worship: 38
Total Weekend Worship: 633
General Offering: $21,577.54
FLC Offering: $4,555.00

January 5, 2024
8:30 Worship: 227
9:45 Worship Worship: 422
11:00 Contemporary: 53
11:00 Worship: 19
Total Weekend Worship: 721
General Offering: $20,760.00
FLC Offering: $6,080.00

January 12, 2025
9:45 Worship: 345
Total Weekend Worship: 345
General Offering: $4,547.00
FLC Offering: $350.00

January 19, 2025
8:30 Worship: 186
9:45 Worship Worship: 383
11:00 Contemporary: 33
11:00 Worship: 20
Total Weekend Worship: 622
General Offering: $17,108.00
FLC Offering: $1,595.00

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund by Helen Terry

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund by James and Alice Fink

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Memorial Association by Adam Hilton



SERVING THE CHURCH IN FEBRUARY 2025

MtPleasant.Church/Volunteer

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

Adam Buckner & Joe Hayworth
Greg Moore & Bryan Bray
________________________
Gary Craven & Tim Starbuck

Ushers:

Doug & Gail Aderhold
Wendy Harper
Stan & Karen Bowen
Len & Terrie Blevins

Greeters:             8:30 AM                                                                            9:45 AM                                                                    11:00 AM                                                     
______________________
Danny & Denise Roberts
The Shufelt Family
Chet & Lorrie Varner

Joanne Baughn & Ester Skiff
Greg Moore

Doris & Patsy

Jay & Stephanie Payne
Sharon Payne
______________________________
Jane Mendenhall

Info Center:      8:15 - 9:45 AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00 AM                                               10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                      
Adam & Sammie Jo Prior
Keith & Paula Knolmayer
Bo & Jescena Sink
Dianne Reid

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Gayle Mabe
Jeff & Shelby Smith
Gail Aderhold
Sandy Ellis

Danny & Denise Roberts
Lee Koontz
Andy & Tamara Plummer
John & Kathy Butt

Deb Casselbury
Ryan & Allison Martin
Doug Edgerton
Emily Campbell

Pam D. Hall
Casey Miller & Beth Meyer
David & Laura Rathbone
Ashley Craven

                                                                    
Randy Wilhoit
                                                                     
                                                                     

Jeff & Rebecca Tussey
                                                               
                                                               
                                                               

Katelyn Brann & Brayden Varner
Peyton McDevitt & Cooper Clontz
Brady Coons & Allison Sink
Reagan Clontz & Ellie Kiger

Youth Greeters:               9:30 - 9:45 AM                                                     10:45 - 11 AM                                         

FLC/Sanctuary Greeter:  8:15 - 9:45 AM                                9:30 - 11:00 AM                                               10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                     

Coffee Bar:       8:15 - 9:45 AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00 AM                                              10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                     

Parking Lot:       8:15 - 9:45 AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00 AM                                              10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                     

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

JFebruary 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

Felecia & Vicki Motsinger
Glenda Bodenheimer
Stan & Karen Bowen
Len & Terrie Blevins

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

MTPLEASANT.CHURCH/VOLUNTEER



KIDS KLUB SERVERS - FEBRUARY 2025

Nursery:
8:30 AM                                                     9:45 AM                                                          11:00 AM                                 

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

Beth Craver & Janie Penry
Jescena Sink & Katrina Darr
Julie Motsinger & Jane Payne
Wendy Harper & Teresa Harden

The Garlick’s & Charla Williams
Laura Gregg & Caitlin
Emily, Rachel & Jamie
Allison, Mitzi & Casey

Laura Cameron
Laura Cameron
Laura Cameron
Laura Cameron

1 Year Old:                                                   2 Year Old:                                                          3 Year Old:                                

Ashley J., Kimberly H. & Maddie W.
Amelia S., Erin T. & Brittany J.
Jaclyn Atkinson
Amy N., Megan W. & Abigail M.

Cameron & Katie K. & Jenna Wheeler
Cenda W. & Kaylee B.
Micah, Jessica, Leah, Reagan & Allison
Beth C., Janie P., Holly E. & Bella D.

Melissa S. , Alura T. & Macie O.
Mae H., Taylor H. & Valerie N.
Tiffany W. & Tammy V.
Michael & Amber Bridges

4/5 Year Old:                                               Kindergarten:                                                1st Grade:                                    

Brittany James & Caroline James
Donna W., Holly E. & Allyson L.
Janet & Spence Wood
Chad & Courtney Fritts

Phil & Kathy Sloan
Jill Murphy & Lucas & Mary Kate Brewer
Misty Carr & Victoria McCrary
Keith & Paula Knolmayer & Zhoe D.

Tiffany Brister
Leandra Glance
Tess Robertson & Alex Phillips
Josh & Heather Beasley

2nd Grade:                                                   3rd Grade:                                                       4th Grade:                                    

Eileen Sloan & Gabrielle Trull
Courtney Breeden
Jane Mendenhall
Christina Turner        

Sidnee Bruner
Bob & Jeanette Beck
______________________
Amy Phaup & Carrie Sharpe

Jenny Hagee
Amy McDevitt
Jenny Hagee
Amy McDevitt

Childrens Church:

8:30 AM                                                                               11:00 AM                                 

Diana Payne & Adriana & Bobby Cassell
Eric & Emily Campbell
Wes & Megan Payne
Lisa Lane

Leandra Glance, Jeff & Shelby Smith
____________________________
Julie Butt
Mike & Kristin Hague

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

February 2:
February 9:
February 16:
February 23:

9:45 Sunday School:



SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 8:30AM | 9:45AM | 11:00AM

Connection Group Lunch at Childress Vineyards

MTP Men’s Breakfast Meeting

MTP Kids Family Heart Fun Day

History Symposium

Men’s Bible Study

Women Offering Worship

Last day to register for Light up the Night

The Point Homeschool Teacher Interest Meeting

MTP Women’s Meeting

Coffee with Starbuck

Men’s Bible Study

Thursday, February 6

Sunday, February 9

Sunday, February 9

Tuesday, February 11

Friday, February 14

Saturday, February 15

Monday, February 17

Thursday, February 20

Monday, February 24

Thursday, February 27

Friday, February 28

february events

11 AM

7 AM

2 - 4 PM

10 AM - 12 PM

5:30 AM

9:30 - 11 AM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

10 AM

5:30 AM

STAFF
Rev. Chris Clontz
Senior Pastor
Chris@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-880-8847

Rev. Tim Starbuck
Pastoral Care Associate Pastor
Tim@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-929-7163

Donny Baldridge
Youth Pastor
Youth@MtPleasant.Church

Laura Cameron
Director of Children’s Ministry
Kids@MtPleasant.Church

Lauren Rathbone
HomeSchool Co-Op Director
Homeschool@MtPleasant.Church

Greg Moore
Facilities Manager
Facilities@MtPleasant.church

Felecia Motsinger
Administrative Assistant
Office@MtPleasant.Church
336-475-6757

Tuesday’s

Tuesday’s

Tuesday’s

Wednesday’s 

Wednesday’s 

Thursday’s

Thursday’s

Prayer Group Meeting

The Point Homeschool Co-op

Choir Practice

Youth Breakfast & Devotion

Family Night Meal & Bible Study 

The Point Homeschool Co-op

Pickleball 

10 AM

8:30 - 11:45 AM

6:45 PM

7 AM

5:30 - 7:30 PM

8:30 - 11:45 AM

6 - 8 PM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS | MONDAY - THURSDAY | 8AM - 2PM


